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From the Editors’ Desk

Peacebuilding in a Fractured World

Amid rising global conflicts, the UN designation of 2025 as the
International Year of Peace and Trust (IYPT) offers a beacon of hope.
Resolution A/RES/78/266 calls on nations to foster peace and trust
through dialogue, mutual understanding, and cooperation, reinforcing
a shared commitment to peace.

Amidst escalating conflicts and geopolitical tensions in the first quarter
of 2025, global and regional peacebuilding efforts have navigated a
complex landscape, punctuated by cautious optimism for reform. The
United Nations Security Council, regional organizations, and civil
society have intensified their focus on conflict prevention and
sustaining peace, offering crucial glimmers of hope even as the world
grapples with over 120 armed conflicts – a grim peak not seen since
World War II. This editorial reflects on the pivotal developments from
January to March 2025 and urgently underscores the need for inclusive,
locally led strategies to forge lasting peace.

The UN Peacebuilding Architecture Review (PBAR), formally
launched in January 2025, has become a cornerstone of global peace
efforts. Initiated by a Security Council presidential statement led by
Algeria, the PBAR aims to strategically strengthen the Peacebuilding
Commission (PBC) through a more inclusive approach. This
commitment is reinforced by the Pact for the Future, adopted in
September 2024, which emphasizes conflict prevention and greater
coherence across all UN pillars. However, a critical challenge remains
the PBC’s funding; the Peacebuilding Fund (PBF) is still far from
reaching its $500 million annual target, especially as peacebuilding
aid experienced a drop to $3.1 billion in 2023. The Informal Interactive
Dialogue on May 8th strongly advocated for the inclusion of local
peacebuilders and the establishment of predictable financing
mechanisms, urging a fundamental “paradigm shift” towards
prioritizing human rights and national ownership.

Regionally, the African Union (AU) and the UN have deepened their
partnership through Resolution 2719, adopted in December 2023,
focusing on financing AU-led peace support operations. The joint AU-



UN roadmap, finalized in October 2024, gained momentum in early
2025, providing support for missions such as the Southern African
Development Community Mission in the Democratic Republic of
Congo (SAMIDRC). Nevertheless, despite SAMIDRC’s deployment,
the M23 rebellion’s continued advances in North Kivu highlight the
persistent need for better-resourced missions capable of effectively
addressing civilian displacement and violence.”

In Southeast Asia, the Principles for Peace initiative continued to build
on its 2023 launch, bolstering the Bangsamoro Peace Process in the
Philippines. By March 2025, stakeholder dialogues facilitated by the
Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC) had
strengthened local leadership, emphasizing interfaith cooperation and
the economic empowerment of Bangsamoro women.

At the Security Council, an open debate in March, chaired by Denmark’s
Foreign Minister Lars Løkke Rasmussen, addressed the need for
adaptability in UN peace operations. With Denmark, Pakistan, and
South Korea forming a “peacekeeping trio,” discussions previewed
the 2025 Peacekeeping Ministerial in Berlin, focusing on agile
mandates and ceasefire monitoring. However, the operational
constraints faced by missions like MONUSCO (an acronym based on
its French name which means United Nations Organization
Stabilization Mission in the Democratic Republic of the Congo or DRC)
and UNIFIL (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon) underscored
the persistent gap between ambition and execution.

These developments reveal a troubling reality: even as peacebuilding
frameworks advance, underfunding and geopolitical tensions impede
meaningful progress. The 2025 PBAR’s success hinges on prioritizing
local voices, as GPPAC insists, and securing predictable funding
through assessed contributions to the PBF. Regional missions urgently
require robust support to confront transboundary threats, and global
summits must convert pronouncements into concrete action. In a world
spiraling towards greater instability, peacebuilding demands a
transformative and bold investment in prevention, inclusion, and
resilience—an investment essential to forge enduring peace from
fragile sparks of hope.
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